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STATEMENT BY SIERRA LEONE TO THE TENTH CONFERENCE OF STATES PARTIES (CSP10) TO THE ARMS TRADE TREATY (ATT) HELD IN GENEVA, SWITAERLAND, ON 19TH – 23RD AUGUST 2024
DELIVERED BY COL. (RTD.) BINNEH KONDEH CONTEH (OOR)       COMMISSIONER, SIERRA LEONE NATIONAL COMMISSION ON                        SMALL ARMS (SLeNCSA)
Agenda item 8: TRANPARENCY AND REPORTING 

Mr. Chairman, Sierra Leone appreciates your hard work in steering the preparatory work of the Working Group on Transparency and Reporting over the period. We recognize that reporting is a fundamental legal obligation of the ATT, and that submitting initial and annual reports is an indicator of the commitment of a State Party to the Treaty.   
Moreover, Sierra Leone believes that transparency is a key element of the Treaty, which States Parties need to observe in their national implementation of Treaty obligations, as well as their exchanges and initiatives within the ATT process.
Mr. Chairman, it is in light of the above that Sierra Leone has been consistent in meeting its reporting obligation since 2015. Consequently, in 2023, the ATT Secretariat recognized Sierra Leone as the Regional Champion for ATT reporting in Africa. Sierra Leone continues to show its commitment to ATT annual reporting by being the first country to submit its annual report for 2023 to the ATT Secretariat. 
As a Regional Champion for ATT Reporting in Africa, Sierra Leone shared its experiences on ATT reporting at the following Workshops / Meetings:
a.) Capacity Building Workshop for ECOWAS States on Reporting under the Arms Trade Treaty organized in Cote d’Ivoire on 6 – 10 November 2023 by the National Commission on Small Arms and Light Weapons (NATCOM-SALW) of Cote d’Ivoire and the ATT Secretariat.

b.) Working Groups Meetings for the CSP10 Preparatory Process organized in Geneva on 20 - 23 February 2024 by the ATT Secretariat.
c.) The Monrovia Workshop to Support African Universalization and Effective Implementation of the ATT, organized in Liberia on 18 - 21 March 2024 by the Liberian National Commission on Arms (LiNCA) and the United Nations Institute for Disarmament Research (UNIDIR).
We are currently mapping out strategies on how to reach out to Member States of the African Region who are in need of assistance in ATT reporting. 

Mr. Chairman, Sierra Leone is of the view that the best institutional arrangement that facilitates prompt and consistent ATT reporting by Member States, is where an autonomous institution, preferably under the presidency and headed by a retired senior military officer, is in charge of regulating arms and ammunition in the country. That institution will coordinate the report preparation process with relative ease, as practised in Sierra Leone. This institutional arrangement aligns itself with the theme of the CSP10, “The Role of Interagency Cooperation in the Effective Implementation of Arms Trade Treaty Provisions”.      
In conclusion, Mr. President, I hereby assure you that Sierra Leone will continue to share its experiences on ATT reporting, and to support other member states who are in need of assistance in ATT reporting. 
I thank you, Mr. Chairman.	
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