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STATEMENT BY THE PERMANENT MISSION OF                                          THE REPUBLIC OF TÜRKİYE
ARMS TRADE TREATY
10TH CONFERENCE OF STATE PARTIES
Geneva, 19-23 August 2024

CHECK AGAINST DELIVERY
Thank you, Mr. President.
Türkiye aligns itself with the statement delivered on behalf of the OIC, and in our national capacity, we would like to deliver the following statement.
At the outset, we profoundly mourn Mr. Stefan OTT's untimely death and convey our heartfelt condolences to his family and friends.
Mr. President,
We express our gratitude to you, facilitators, and ATT Secretariat for your dedicated efforts in ensuring that the Treaty continues to fulfill its mandate in the 10th year of its adoption.
Türkiye, being heavily impacted by illicit arms transfers, recognizes the critical role of the ATT in promoting transparency and preventing unauthorized arms transfers. 
Since actively participating in the ATT negotiations and signing the Treaty in 2013, Türkiye has consistently engaged in its meetings and remains committed to its objectives and principles.
As a firm supporter of arms control, and non-proliferation, Türkiye is a responsible member of all major export control regimes. 
We meticulously implement our commitments stemming from these regimes and adhere to all UN Security Council arms embargoes.
We also contribute to other international efforts to combat illicit arms trade, such as the UN Programme of Action on the illicit trade in small arms and light weapons and the International Tracing Instrument. 
We continue to submit annual reports on arms transfers to various international bodies, including the UNROCA, and maintain a robust national export control system supported by interagency dialogue.
Mr. President, 
Türkiye emphasizes the serious threat posed by the diversion of conventional arms, particularly SALW, to unauthorized users, which undermines peace, security, and social welfare.
Türkiye remains committed to counterterrorism and promoting international cooperation on this subject and calls on all stakeholders to do their best to prevent the diversion of arms to terrorist organizations.
We would like to express our appreciation for convening an ad hoc discussion under the Working Group on Effective Treaty Implementation. We hope that the reflections of that discussion will be positive in terms of implementing the Treaty in accordance with its spirit and prevent further loss of its credibility. 
Mr. President,
Ongoing disproportionate and indiscriminate attacks in Gaza for over ten months are a grave violation of international law, especially IHL and international human rights law.
These attacks fall within the purview of ATT. In this regard, we join the references to the relevant articles of the Treaty, including Articles 6 and 7.
ATT is the first ever legally binding regime that recognizes the link between gender-based violence and the international arms trade. Therefore, we find it worth recalling the statements of UN experts concerning the human rights violations against Palestinian women and girls.
Indeed, the Treaty are facing its most serious implementation challenge since its inception.
We would like to remind you of the binding nature of International Court of Justice ruling of 26 January for all parties to the Genocide Convention and must be implemented in full. 
[bookmark: _Hlk175000905]We also want to highlight the findings of the ICJ in its Advisory Opinion on 19 July concerning the legal consequences arising from the policies and practices of Israeli occupation in occupied Palestine.
We call upon ATT States Parties and Signatories to suspend all licenses of arms exports and stop arms transfers to Israel immediately.
Mr. President, 
Before concluding, we thank you for your efforts to increase the role of interagency cooperation in the effective implementation of the Treaty and wish you success in your upcoming endeavors. 
I thank you.
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