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Thank you, Mr. Chair,
On behalf of the General Secretariat of the Organization of American States (OAS), it is a great pleasure to participate in this 10th Conference of States Parties to the Arms Trade Treaty (ATT). Unless the conference’s record proves me wrong, this marks the first time the OAS has joined this esteemed forum—a milestone that I hope will usher in a long-standing and productive collaboration with this assembly and the broader ATT community to mitigate the human suffering caused by armed violence.

Today, it is my privilege to address an issue of critical importance: the role of regional and international organizations in tackling the diversion and illicit trafficking of conventional weapons. In an increasingly interconnected world, the proliferation of these weapons poses a grave threat to global peace, security, and development. Addressing this challenge requires a comprehensive and coordinated approach that harnesses the strengths of both national and international efforts.

Over the past two years, the OAS Secretariat for Multidimensional Security has redoubled its efforts to reduce violence by preventing and controlling the proliferation of arms, ammunition, and explosives. Central to this effort is the OAS initiative entitled the "Program of Assistance for Control of Arms and Munition" (PACAM). This program focuses on strengthening the capacities of member states to control unauthorized access to arms and ammunition, in line with the obligations of the Inter-American Convention against the Illicit Manufacturing of and Trafficking in Firearms, Ammunition, Explosives, and other Related Materials. The provisions of this convention are not only complementary but also mutually reinforcing with international instruments such as the Arms Trade Treaty (ATT), the Firearms Protocol, the UN PoA, and the 2030 Sustainable Development Agenda.

In this spirit, OAS Member States, in collaboration with the Secretariat for Multidimensional Security, have actively engaged in the operationalization of Article IX of the Convention, which focuses on implementing effective international transfer control systems. A significant achievement in this regard is the agreement on a voluntary regional information-sharing mechanism known as MCTA, in its Spanish acronym. This initiative allows states to notify each other about firearms licenses or authorizations granted, as well as shipments released and received.

The MCTA is more than just another initiative; it represents a milestone. It will be the first mechanism in the Americas for prior notifications on firearms transfers, significantly enhancing our collective ability to combat illicit trafficking in one of the regions most affected by armed violence.

Today, I am also honored to announce the launch of the OAS digital licensing platform for authorized import, export, and transit licenses of firearms and ammunition, known as the SNL. This web-based software, designed for national authorities, enables the registration of applications, management of procedural statuses, and the maintenance of records of authorized shipments. The platform aims to integrate existing national databases into a single, efficient system that facilitates electronic archiving, automated data reporting, and information exchange among national entities responsible for arms transfers. Developed with the highest standards of information security, the platform ensures the protection of sensitive national data.

In its initial phase, the OAS will cover the costs of maintaining and operating the platform, meaning there will be no additional financial burden on the recipient states. The platform’s design is also flexible, allowing it to adapt to national legal and regulatory frameworks, accommodating necessary customizations.
The voluntary adoption of the SNL and MCTA will help states achieve effective implementation of Article IX of the Inter-American Convention while supporting the implementation of Articles 1, 5, 11, 12, 13, and 15 of the ATT. By using this OAS digital solution, States Parties to the ATT will be better positioned to fulfill transparency and reporting obligations and access statistics and analytics to counter diversion and illicit trafficking.
In closing, I wish to emphasize that cooperation provides the opportunity to tap into the advantages of both international regimes like the ATT and regional organizations like the OAS to address common threats. The Organization of American States, through its Multidimensional Security Secretariat, is committed to continuing its work in achieving our common goals and hopes to contribute to the strengthening of the ATT in the Americas and beyond.

Thank you.


