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First, let me express our heartfelt condolences to the ATT Secretariat on the tragic death of Mr. Stefan OTT, who was a wonderful person. May his soul rest in peace.

It is indeed a pleasure for me to be part of this conference and I bring warm fraternal greetings to you from His Excellency the President of the Republic of The Gambia, President Adama Barrow and our Hon. Minister of Defence, Hon. Momodou Njie.  

On behalf of the delegation of The Gambia, I sincerely thank the Swiss Government as our host country for this Conference, and we also wish to express our appreciation to the ATT Secretariat for providing the necessary technical support and facilitating the participation of our ATT’s Focal person in this important annual conference. 

We also express our appreciation and gratitude to our Former President of the 7th ATT Conference (CSP7), Amb.Lassana, for his leadership, relentless support and encouragement during his tenure as President, that resulted to The Gambia acceding to the Treaty. 

Mr. President, Excellencies,
Even though we have finally acceded to the Treaty, The Gambia’s commitment to fully implement the Treaty and realize full treaty compliance remains our objective and priority. We are glad to be number 114 and wish to seize this opportunity to thank all State Parties for their support and encouragement during our process to accede to the Treaty.  
We will continue to associate ourselves with the principles of the Arms Trade Treaty, recognizing that the ATT works towards consolidating peace, security, and stability in our respective countries and the world at large. 

Your Excellencies, Distinguished Delegates, Ladies and Gentlemen

Our collective commitment as an African continent to the Arms Trade Treaty is pertinent, taking into account the concerns over the increasingly complex threats posed by terrorism, transnational organized crimes, and the devastating consequences of wrongful use of arms and light weapons negatively impacting economic and human development.    

Distinguished Delegates, Ladies and Gentlemen

It is important to note that The Gambia is fully committed to the ECOWAS Convention on Small Arms and Light Weapons as a sub-regional framework to control and regulate the transfer of conventional arms, prevent the illegal proliferation of arms, and save them from falling into the wrong hands. 

The Gambia complies with the provisions of the Convention and works closely with the ECOWAS Commission and other partners to put in place the required implementation mechanisms including an Arms Commission, at the national level.      

Mr. President

Our convergence here today demonstrates our determination to ensure the coexistence of peace and security in our countries, without which, development is meaningless. 

I want to take this opportunity to assure States Parties to the Arms Trade Treaty of the resolve and clear commitment of the Government of the Gambia to implement the Arms Trade Treaty fully.   We understand the importance of working with the relevant institutions to enhance our national mechanisms including sectoral collaboration and legislative approaches to promote transparency and prevent illicit transfers of conventional Arms in the implementation of the ATT.  

Distinguished Ladies and Gentlemen

I am pleased to inform this conference that we continue to enhance national coordination and bring stakeholders together to enhance awareness and understanding of the requirements and objectives of the Treaty to facilitate full implementation. 

In this regard, The Gambia secured funding from the ATT Trust Fund to implement phase one of the project involving awareness creation activities such as workshops and meetings with key stakeholders and our government’s key leadership and policy makers, (ex.  the National Assembly Select Committee on Defence and Security, the Hon. Minister of Trade, the Chief of Staff, Office of the President, etc.). we appreciate the guidance and unwavering support from SaferWorld. Mr. Roy and team, Bravo.

Mr. President
In conclusion, I want to take the opportunity to express our sincere appreciation and profound gratitude to the Arms Trade Treaty Trust Fund Committee and the State Parties contributing immensely to the Voluntary Trust Fund.

 I am happy to inform you that The Gambia’s project proposal application for the current cycle of the fund has been provisionally approved by the Assessment Committee; and we are looking forward to a successful implementation of phase two of the ATT Project.  We convey our appreciation and gratitude to Mr. Dumisani for his productive mission to The Gambia and for his guidance during his mission.

The Gambian delegation expresses appreciation and gratitude to the ATT Secretariat for their concerted efforts to organize this meeting successfully.
 I equally want to thank the working groups and participants for their determination to seriously work on some of the treaty's critical articles to facilitate its successful implementation.
The Gambia calls on other State parties and organizations to increase their commitment and support to increase funding for the work of the ATT to continue supporting and strengthening the Least Developed Countries efforts to meet the objectives of the ATT. 

And on this note, I wish us all a fruitful conference. 

Thank you all for your kind attention.

