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National Point of Contact for this Report:  
 

Name :   Mr.  Ms.  

Position/Job title : Disarmament Officer - ATT  
 

Organisation :  
Ministry of Foreign Affairs and Trade, International Security 
and Disarmament Division 

Fixed Phone :  
 
 

Mobile Phone :  
 
+64 21 975 308 

E-mail :  
Exportcontrols@mfat.govt.nz 
 

 
 

Date of Report :  
26 May 2023 
 

 
 

The United Nations Office for Disarmament Affairs (UNODA) may use the relevant 
information in this Annual Report as a basis for the reporting State’s report to the United 
Register on Conventional Arms (UNROCA)  

 

 

Contents of report (check as appropriate) Yes No 

i) Nil report on exports of conventional arms   

ii) Nil report on imports of conventional arms   

iii) Annual report on exports of conventional arms   

iv) Annual report on imports of conventional arms   

v) National definitions of categories of conventional arms reported   

 
 

Scope of report  Yes No 
 

In the submitted report, some commercially sensitive and/or national security-related 
data has been withheld in accordance with Article 13.3 of the Treaty1  
(If `Yes` please consider providing more information on a voluntary basis.)  
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EXPORTS OF CONVENTIONAL ARMS2 

 

- SHADED COLUMNS AND ROWS REPRESENT INFORMATION THAT GOES BEYOND THE MINIMUM THAT STATES PARTIES SHOULD INCLUDE WHEN THEY REPORT THEIR 
AUTHORIZED OR ACTUAL EXPORTS AND IMPORTS-  

 

Reporting country :  New Zealand Calendar Year : 2022 Cutoff date3 : 31 December 2022 

 
 

In this report, the following definition of the term exports was used4 (check as appropriate) : 

Physical transfer of items across a national border :  Yes  No  

Transfer of title :  Yes  No  

Transfer of control :  Yes  No  

Other (please provide a brief description below) : Yes  No  

Issuing of an export permit, with the exception of the export of the NZ LAVs where physical transfer occurred.  
 

 
 

 

This Annual Report on exports may be made publicly available5 
 

Yes  No  

 
 

Category of arms6 

[I-VIII] 

Authorised or 
actual exports7 

Extent of exports8 

(choose one or both) Final importing 
State11 

State of origin  
(if not exporter)12 

Remarks13 

Auth. Act. 

 

Number of 
items9 

 

Value10 
Description of 

Item 
Comments on the 

transfer 

1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 9 
 

A. I-VII UN Register Categories14  (national definitions shall not cover less than the definitions provided in Annex 1 15 ) 

I. Battle tanks   NIL      
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Category of arms6 

[I-VIII] 

Authorised or 
actual exports7 

Extent of exports8 

(choose one or both) Final importing 
State11 

State of origin  
(if not exporter)12 

Remarks13 

Auth. Act. 

 

Number of 
items9 

 

Value10 
Description of 

Item 
Comments on the 

transfer 

1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 9 

II. 
 

Armoured combat vehicles 
 

  9  Chile  
NZ LAV 
complete with 
25mm cannon 

 

III. 
 

Large-calibre artillery systems 
 

  NIL      

IV. Combat Aircraft 
a) manned   NIL      

b) unmanned   NIL      

V. 
Attack 

helicopters 

a) manned   NIL      

b) unmanned   NIL      

VI. Warships   NIL      

VII. 
Missiles & 

missile launchers 

a) Missiles etc   NIL      

b) 
MANPADS   NIL      

B. VIII. Small Arms and Light Weapons16, 17 

Small Arms (aggregated)18   1,313      

1. 

 

Revolvers and self-loading 
pistols 
 

  653      

    30  Australia    

    1  Canada    

    80  Cook Islands    

    12  French Polynesia    

    2  Germany    



ANNUAL REPORTING TEMPLATE 
 16 July 2021 

 
 

Category of arms6 

[I-VIII] 

Authorised or 
actual exports7 

Extent of exports8 

(choose one or both) Final importing 
State11 

State of origin  
(if not exporter)12 

Remarks13 

Auth. Act. 

 

Number of 
items9 

 

Value10 
Description of 

Item 
Comments on the 

transfer 

1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 9 

    1  Netherlands    

    357  New Caledonia    

    10  Norfolk Islands    

    119  Papua New Guinea    

    2  Sri Lanka    

    1  Switzerland    

    36  Thailand    

    1  USA    

    1  Vanuatu    

2. Rifles and carbines   660      

    139  Australia    

    9  Austria    

    6  Canada    

    63  China    

    2  Cook Islands    

    5  Egypt    

    7  Fiji    

    10  Finland    
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Category of arms6 

[I-VIII] 

Authorised or 
actual exports7 

Extent of exports8 

(choose one or both) Final importing 
State11 

State of origin  
(if not exporter)12 

Remarks13 

Auth. Act. 

 

Number of 
items9 

 

Value10 
Description of 

Item 
Comments on the 

transfer 

1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 9 

    7  French Polynesia    

    1  Germany    

    7  Indonesia    

    1  Italy    

    2  Japan    

    2  Namibia    

    139  New Caledonia    

    3  Niue    

    28  Papua New Guinea    

    2  Portugal    

    99  Samoa    

    10  South Africa    

    9  Tonga    

    11  United Kingdom    

    64  USA    

    31  Vanuatu    

3. Sub-machine guns   NIL      

4. Assault rifles   NIL      
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Category of arms6 

[I-VIII] 

Authorised or 
actual exports7 

Extent of exports8 

(choose one or both) Final importing 
State11 

State of origin  
(if not exporter)12 

Remarks13 

Auth. Act. 

 

Number of 
items9 

 

Value10 
Description of 

Item 
Comments on the 

transfer 

1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 9 

5. Light machine guns   NIL      

6. Others   NIL      

Light Weapons (aggregated)19   75      

1. Heavy machine guns   NIL      

2. 

 

Hand-held under-barrel and 
mounted grenade launchers 
 

  75  Australia    

3. Portable anti-tank guns   NIL      

4. Recoilless rifles   NIL      

5. 

 

Portable anti-tank missile 
launchers and rocket systems 
 

  NIL      

6. 

 

Mortars of calibres less than 75 
mm 
 

  NIL      

7. Others   NIL      

C. National Categories20 (please define in Annex 2) 

 Shotguns   407      

    55  Australia    

    5  Canada    

    1  China    

    10  Croatia    
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Category of arms6 

[I-VIII] 

Authorised or 
actual exports7 

Extent of exports8 

(choose one or both) Final importing 
State11 

State of origin  
(if not exporter)12 

Remarks13 

Auth. Act. 

 

Number of 
items9 

 

Value10 
Description of 

Item 
Comments on the 

transfer 

1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 9 

    2  Fiji    

    7  Italy    

    1  Isle of Man    

    19  Kuwait    

    5  Malaysia    

    38  New Caledonia    

    38  Niue    

    152  Papua New Guinea    

    50  Samoa    

    2  South Africa    

    2  Tonga    

    9  United Kingdom    

    4  USA    

    7  Vanuatu    
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IMPORTS OF CONVENTIONAL ARMS2 

 

- SHADED COLUMNS AND ROWS REPRESENT INFORMATION THAT GOES BEYOND THE MINIMUM THAT STATES PARTIES SHOULD INCLUDE WHEN THEY REPORT THEIR 
AUTHORIZED OR ACTUAL EXPORTS AND IMPORTS -  

 

Reporting country :  New Zealand Calendar Year : 2022 Cutoff date3 : 31 December 2022 

 
 

In this report, the following definition of the term imports was used4 (check as appropriate) : 

Physical transfer of items across a national border :  Yes  No  

Transfer of title :  Yes  No  

Transfer of control :  Yes  No  

Other (please provide a brief description below) : Yes  No  

 
Issuing of an Import Permit 

 
 

 

This Annual Report on imports may be made publicly available5 
 

Yes  No  

 
 

Category of arms6 

[I-VIII] 

Authorised or 
actual imports7 

Extent of imports8 

(choose one or both) 
Exporting State11 State of origin  

(if not exporter)12 

Remarks13 

Auth. Act. 

 

Number of 
items9 

 

Value10 
Description of 

Item 
Comments on the 

transfer 

1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 9 
 

A. I-VII UN Register Categories14  (national definitions shall not cover less than the definitions provided in Annex 1)15 

I. Battle tanks   NIL      
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Category of arms6 

[I-VIII] 

Authorised or 
actual imports7 

Extent of imports8 

(choose one or both) 
Exporting State11 State of origin  

(if not exporter)12 

Remarks13 

Auth. Act. 

 

Number of 
items9 

 

Value10 
Description of 

Item 
Comments on the 

transfer 

1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 9 

II. 
 

Armoured combat vehicles 
 

  NIL      

III. 
 

Large-calibre artillery systems 
 

  NIL      

IV. Combat aircraft 
a) manned   NIL      

b) unmanned   NIL      

V. 
Attack 

helicopters 

a) manned   NIL      

b) unmanned   NIL      

VI. Warships   NIL      

VII. 
Missiles & 

missile 
launchers 

a) Missiles etc   NIL      

b) MANPADS   NIL      

B. VIII. Small Arms and Light Weapons16, 17 

Small Arms (aggregated)18   30,381      

1. 

 

Revolvers and self-loading 
pistols 
 

  1300      

    36  Australia    

    350  Austria    

    34  Czech Republic    

    4  Germany    

    46  Israel    
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Category of arms6 

[I-VIII] 

Authorised or 
actual imports7 

Extent of imports8 

(choose one or both) 
Exporting State11 State of origin  

(if not exporter)12 

Remarks13 

Auth. Act. 

 

Number of 
items9 

 

Value10 
Description of 

Item 
Comments on the 

transfer 

1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 9 

    182  Italy    

    15  New Caledonia    

    3  Norfolk Island    

    1  Poland    

    82  Slovenia    

    4  South Africa    

    4  Sweden    

    21  Switzerland    

    26  Thailand    

    95  Turkey    

    1  United Arab 
Emirates    

    37  United Kingdom    

    359  United States of 
America    

2. Rifles and carbines   23,177      

    269  Australia    

    6  Austria    

    7,655  Brazil    

    34  Canada    
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Category of arms6 

[I-VIII] 

Authorised or 
actual imports7 

Extent of imports8 

(choose one or both) 
Exporting State11 State of origin  

(if not exporter)12 

Remarks13 

Auth. Act. 

 

Number of 
items9 

 

Value10 
Description of 

Item 
Comments on the 

transfer 

1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 9 

    2  China, Peoples 
Republic of    

    307  Czech Republic    

    2  Denmark    

    2  Egypt    

    3,639  Finland    

    2  France    

    406  Germany    

    1  Ireland    

    728  Italy    

    3,796  Japan    

    1  Kyrgyzstan    

    3  Malaysia    

    1  Mozambique    

    1  Namibia    

    170  Portugal    

    18  South Africa    

    1,924  Spain    

    49  Sweden    
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Category of arms6 

[I-VIII] 

Authorised or 
actual imports7 

Extent of imports8 

(choose one or both) 
Exporting State11 State of origin  

(if not exporter)12 

Remarks13 

Auth. Act. 

 

Number of 
items9 

 

Value10 
Description of 

Item 
Comments on the 

transfer 

1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 9 

    100  Switzerland    

    1  Turkey    

    1  United Arab 
Emirates    

    536  United Kingdom    

    3,522  United States of 
America    

    1  Zambia    

3. Sub-machine guns   24      

    4  Austria    

    1  Czech Republic    

    4  Switzerland    

    15  United Kingdom    

4. Assault rifles   381      

    2  Australia    

    3  Austria    

    1  China, Peoples 
Republic of    

    20  Czech Republic    

    17  England    

    44  Germany    
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Category of arms6 

[I-VIII] 

Authorised or 
actual imports7 

Extent of imports8 

(choose one or both) 
Exporting State11 State of origin  

(if not exporter)12 

Remarks13 

Auth. Act. 

 

Number of 
items9 

 

Value10 
Description of 

Item 
Comments on the 

transfer 

1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 9 

    21  Netherlands    

    3  Poland    

    1  Portugal    

    102  Spain    

    83  Sweden    

    1  Switzerland    

    5  Turkey    

    1  United Arab 
Emirates    

    64  United Kingdom    

    13  
United States of 
America    

5. Light machine guns   15      

    2  Australia    

    10  Austria    

    3  United Kingdom    

6. Others   5,484      

    1  Aruba    

    6  Austria    

    1  Canada    
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Category of arms6 

[I-VIII] 

Authorised or 
actual imports7 

Extent of imports8 

(choose one or both) 
Exporting State11 State of origin  

(if not exporter)12 

Remarks13 

Auth. Act. 

 

Number of 
items9 

 

Value10 
Description of 

Item 
Comments on the 

transfer 

1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 9 

    501  China, Peoples 
Republic of    

    401  Germany    

    1,297  Hong Kong    

    634  Japan    

    1  Norfolk Island    

    2,016  Taiwan    

    1  United Arab 
Emirates    

    59  United Kingdom    

    566  United States of 
America    

Light Weapons (aggregated)19   287      

1. Heavy machine guns   NIL      

2. 

 

Hand-held under-barrel and 
mounted grenade launchers 
 

  284      

    186  Australia    

    4  Austria    

    90  Switzerland    

    3  United Kingdom    

    1  United States of 
America    
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Category of arms6 

[I-VIII] 

Authorised or 
actual imports7 

Extent of imports8 

(choose one or both) 
Exporting State11 State of origin  

(if not exporter)12 

Remarks13 

Auth. Act. 

 

Number of 
items9 

 

Value10 
Description of 

Item 
Comments on the 

transfer 

1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 9 

3. Portable anti-tank guns   NIL      

4. Recoilless rifles   NIL      

5. 

 

Portable anti-tank missile 
launchers and rocket systems 
 

  NIL      

6. 

 

Mortars of calibres less than 75 
mm 
 

  NIL      

7. Others   3  Australia    

C. National Categories20 (please define in Annex 2) 

 Shotguns   6,517      

    89  Australia    

    692  Brazil    

    2  Croatia    

    1  Egypt    

    1  England    

    6  Germany    

    2  Ireland    

    2,124  Italy    

    73  Japan    

    3  New Caledonia    
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Category of arms6 

[I-VIII] 

Authorised or 
actual imports7 

Extent of imports8 

(choose one or both) 
Exporting State11 State of origin  

(if not exporter)12 

Remarks13 

Auth. Act. 

 

Number of 
items9 

 

Value10 
Description of 

Item 
Comments on the 

transfer 

1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 9 

    90  Portugal    

    2  South Africa    

    2,909  Turkey    

    23  United Kingdom    

    499  United States of 
America    

    1  Vietnam    
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ANNEX 2 
 

Reporting 
country :  

 
Calendar 
Year :  

 

 
Specific (diverging or more detailed) national definitions of categories I-VIII  

(or simple reference to initial report, if this information was provided there) 
 

No Description 

I.  

II.  

III.  

IV.  

V.  

VI.  

VII.  

VIII. 

UN Registry definition with additional details:  
 
1. All of the small arms and light weapons listed in the export section fall under category 
ML1, ML 2 or ML901 of the New Zealand Strategic Goods List, which is available online at 
the New Zealand Export Controls website: https://www.mfat.govt.nz/en/trade/trading-
weapons-and-controlled-chemicals/.  
 
2. In 2019, New Zealand began a comprehensive review of its core piece of firearms 
legislation, the Arms Act 1983. The purpose of the law change was to remove semi-automatic 
weapons from circulation and use by the general population in New Zealand. The amended 
Arms Act introduced a prohibition effective from 11 April 2019 on all military-style semi-
automatic weapons and assault rifles; most other semi-automatic weapons; those weapons’ 
associated parts and accessories, in particular parts that could be used to convert a lower-
powered firearm into a semi-automatic; and banned high-capacity magazines. It also 
introduced an amnesty period and a buy-back scheme for these newly prohibited weapons, 
which ceased on 20 December 2019. Most semi-automatic weapons are now prohibited in 
New Zealand, except rimfire rifles of.22 calibre or less and shotguns with a limited 
ammunition capacity (five or fewer magazine capacity). These lesser capacity firearms are 
commonly used by New Zealand’s farming, hunting and recreational communities. A very 
small number of licence holders are able to retain prohibited firearms and prohibited 
magazines under special pest control endorsements on their licence. These have to be 
reapplied for every 30 months. In 2020 New Zealand Parliament passed the Arms Legislation 
Act. This was the second phase of the legislative reform programme designed to strengthen the 
legislative framework and improve the overall functioning of the Act to deliver its purpose of 
safe possession and use of firearms and having controls over who can possess firearms. The 
Act makes clear that the possession and use of firearms is a privilege and those who import, 
manufacture, supply, sell, and possess or use firearms have a responsibility to act in the 
interests of personal and public safety. Most changes took effect either immediately or after 6 
months, such as the ability for inspection of the security arrangements for all firearms held by 
licence holders, inspection of vehicles used to transport firearms, and the ability of Police to 
temporarily suspend a firearms licence and immediately seize of the licence holder’s firearms 
pending revocation. The licensing system has been strengthened to make it harder for firearms 
to get into the wrong hands. The fit and proper assessment test has been made transparent by 
codifying the matters to be considered. It has also been made explicit that certain serious 
convictions would immediately disqualify a person from holding a firearms licence. Provision 
is made for the issue of improvement notices and failure to comply with these is grounds for 
suspension pending revocation. The list of prohibited firearms was expanded by the Act to 
include: centrefire pump action rifles with detachable magazine or with fixed magazines 
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holding more than 10 cartridges; larger semi-automatic pistols (pistol carbines); and greater 
controls were placed over the possession of pistol carbine conversion kits. Some changes took 
effect on 24 June 2021. These changes required new regulations to support their 
implementation and give transparency and legitimacy to the conditions placed upon firearms 
and dealer’s licences; and to provide for the new activities that will now require a dealer’s 
licence. A further set of changes took effect on 24 June 2022 which relate to giving Police 
regulatory oversight of the activities of all shooting clubs and shooting ranges. Previously this 
oversight was limited to pistol clubs and certified pistol ranges. On 24 June 2023 provision is 
made for key transactions such as the sale, hire and transfer of all firearms to be recorded in a 
central registry. This will be populated over five years. If a licence holder is not involved in 
any of these transactions within the five years, they will be required to enter all unregistered 
firearms that they hold into the registry in accordance with regulations.  
 
2. Imports of Small Arms & Light Weapons. For imports only, automatic weapons includes 
“Prohibited rifles, PCP Rifle/Shotgun, Assault & Battle rifles”. This is due to the way in which 
NZ Police records its data on imports. 
 
3. Medium and General Purpose Machine Guns: The New Zealand Defence Force considers a 
7.62mm MMG or GPMG as fitting within the parameters of the Light Machine Gun section. 
Any machine gun over 0.5” calibre would be a Heavy Machine Gun and likely mounted.  
 
4. Small arms figures include exports made with a temporary export permit. These permits are 
issued for goods which are leaving New Zealand and are intended to be returned to the same 
owner in New Zealand. Common scenarios include:  

 Taking weapons overseas for a competition or for recreational use;  
 Weapons sent overseas for repair;  
 A salesperson taking product samples for viewing by potential clients abroad or to a 

trade exhibition.  
 
5. Previously certain categories of temporary exports which were exempt from the requirement 
to obtain a permit were also exempt from notifying the export. From March 2016 it has been a 
requirement that weapons exported without the need for a permit must be notified. During the 
period there were 128.  
 
6. All firearms imported into New Zealand must have an import permit issued by New Zealand 
Police, including those that are returning after having been exported temporarily. 
 

 

 
 
 

Definitions of additional national categories - Section C of table(s) 
(or simple reference to initial report, if this information was provided there) 

 
No Description 

 

Shotguns: New Zealand has a strong hunting and target shooting tradition, making shotguns a 
significant percentage of New Zealand’s total small arms imports and exports. A report 
conveying a full picture of New Zealand firearms would therefore be incomplete without the 
inclusion of this type of firearm in New Zealand’s import and export statistics. Reporting of these 
items serves to advance the object and purpose of the Arms Trade Treaty.  

  

  

  

  

 
  


