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STATEMENT BY SOUTH AFRICA ON
THE REPORT OF THE WORKING GROUP ON TRANSPARENCY AND REPORTING
(WGTR)

Madame Vice President/Co-Chairs,

As this is the first time that we are taking the floor, please allow me to congratulate Sierra
Leone on the assumption of the Presidency.

South Africa wishes to thank you for the comprehensive WGTR Report that you have
submitted to CSP7.

My delegation has noted that it includes recommendations for possible adjustments to the
Initial Reporting Template and the Annual Reporting Template. We are supportive of
proposed changes to the templates that would address, as the Report states in Para.26, “the
most urgent clarifications, user friendliness issues, gaps and inconsistencies identified in the
current templates”. However, South Africa has previously expressed concern over reporting
burdens across the disarmament Treaty spectrum.

In this regard, the undue haste with which the Co-Chairs are driving this process with the
aim of having these draft amended templates adopted at CSP7 is cause for concern. In
relation to its work on the proposed draft amendments, the WGTR Report states that this
task was “carried out within the framework of the WGTR mandate endorsed at CSP6”. In
actual fact, the Report of CSP6 states that the “Conference endorsed the standing agenda-
items and the recurring and specific tasks for the WGTR in the period between CSP6 and
CSP7”, which relates to its continued work and not to any mandate to present these draft
amended templates to CSP7 for adoption by CSP7.

The Co-Chairs have unfortunately chosen to brush aside South Africa’s one specific
concern, which our delegation has raised both during the virtual informals and in written form
with them directly.

It is widely known that South Africa has consistently expressed its unease regarding the
proposed new addition to the section dealing with “Scope of report” in the reporting
templates. Our argument remains that withholding certain commercially sensitive or national
security information is permitted under, and is consistent, with the provisions of Article 13 of
the Treaty, without prejudice and need not be the subject of further discussion or the need
for any self-justification.

My delegation wishes to reiterate that the proposed new addition to this section is not legally
binding and that we will interpret it as such, meaning that we reserve the right to disregard
this addition when submitting our national report in terms of Article 13.

South Africa does not agree that this is a matter of great urgency, nor is it one that
addresses gaps and inconsistencies. My delegation, therefore, requests that the issue of
considering proposed adjustments to the reporting templates be further considered during



the period between CSP7 and CSP8, in order to resolve any differences in order to reach
consensus.

My delegation hereby requests that this statement be included as an annexure to the Final
Report of CSP7 as part of the official records.

| thank you.



