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Concept Note

“Log On, Step Up: Launching the ATT's First Online Course on Article 7(4)”

A Side-event in the margins of the ATT CSP12

Wednesday, 26 August at 1:00pm, CICG, Room E
Hosted by the Permanent Mission of Latvia and Control Arms

Objectives: The event will launch the new online course on Article 7 of the Arms Trade Treaty (ATT), hosted by UNODA and available in Arabic, English, French, and Spanish. The online training course is the result of support from the ATT’s Voluntary Trust Fund and collaboration between the Permanent Mission of Latvia and Control Arms.

The discussion will explore the purpose and value of the course, with a particular focus on Article 7(4) of the ATT, which requires States Parties to consider the risk of conventional arms being used to commit or facilitate serious acts of gender-based violence when assessing export authorizations. 

Panelists will share their experiences from countries affected by gender-based violence facilitated by conventional weapons, highlight challenges and gaps in the implementation of Article 7(4), and discuss practical measures to strengthen implementation and support compliance with these important obligations. 

Video of online course developed and hosted by UNODA will be played.

Moderator
H.E. Ambassador Mr Ivars Pundurs, Permanent Mission of Latvia

Panelists
[bookmark: _Hlk236226911]Ms Hine-Wai Loose, Director, Control Arms 
Being the implementing partner for the Voluntary Trust Fund (VTF) project, the panelist will explain the rationale for developing an online course on ATT Article 7, and why it had been important to develop a dedicated, in-depth module on Article 7(4).
Ms Ximena Sotres Brito, Second Secretary, Permanent Mission of Mexico, ATT Gender Focal Point.
The panelist will share their one-year experience of the Gender Focal Point initiative, including the knowledge gathered through consultations on the Gender Focal Points' work plan in implementing Article 7(4), the challenges faced, the way forward, including the contribution to the ATT 5 years Strategy.
Mr Callum Watson, Gender Coordinator, Small Arms Survey

The panelist will summarize the discussion by indicating the key takeaways from the discussion and reflections on priorities for strengthening implementation of Article 7(4). He will develop on how courses of this type be useful in translating the ATT to the regional, national and local level.

Ms Jeannette Uwizeye, Executive Director, Fellowship of Christian Councils and Churches in the Great Lakes and Horn of Africa (FECCLAHA). FECCLAHA works to prevent gender-based violence (GBV) and conflict-related sexual violence across 10 countries in East Africa, the Horn of Africa, Burundi, and the Democratic Republic of the Congo.

Based on FECCLAHA's experience, the panelist will address the key dynamics linking small arms, armed conflict, and sexual and gender-based violence (SGBV), as well as the issues that States Parties to the ATT should understand about the existing realities when implementing their obligations on GBV, particularly under Article 7(4).
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